for experiments by mashing up native plants, imagining I was inventing medicines. These daydreams weren't far from my current work as director of the University of Zimbabwe's School of Pharmacy, where I lead a natural-products research group. I explore the toxic and beneficial effects of Boophone disticha, a poisonous plant in the amaryllis family that grows across southern Africa and is used in traditional medicine.
Over the past decade, I have seen bright, eager young scientists come to my university, try to start a research programme and leave in frustration in less than a year. The skills required in a resource-limited environment are very different from those learnt by colleagues who trained abroad, where all the equipment needed is in one lab or department. In Zimbabwe, we have to develop excellent networking, public-relations and interpersonal skills to access equipment from other labs or institutions. When I began my research, I would collect my plants, then dry them in my department, get them milled at the Faculty of Agriculture, further process them in the Faculty of Science and freezedry them in the Faculty of Veterinary Scienceand then I' d take them more than 1,000 kilometres away to the University of Botswana in Gaborone to separate and identify the isolated compounds. Zimbabwe has been excluded from many international funding and grant opportunities because of its instability, both real and perceived. The only way to access these funds has been to collaborate with scientists from other African countries, who did not always want to be associated with us. Just three months ago, some potential collaborators declined to begin a project with my group because of "too many bad experiences" with Zimbabwe over the past few years. Even when my laboratory did scrape together the necessary funds, it could be difficult to purchase equipment because of sanctions. These were meant to be targeted against the government and specific individuals to reduce human-rights abuses and corruption, but they had a much broader effect. In the wake of President Mnangagwa's promises of free elections and anti-corruption moves, there has been talk of lifting sanctions. I hope this can happen quickly.
Thanks to the global nature of science, Zimbabwean researchers at home and abroad have an important part to play in nation-building, re-engaging the international community and creating an environment that will give investors -local and international -the confidence to do business in my country. Among other things, we need funds for research into economic and structural development. Just being able to apply for grants from international agencies would go a long way. ■ WORLD VIEWA personal take on events
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